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Ohio State Coach Urban Meyer 

Q. Just what was your reaction to the news about Joey? I think you've had that for a while, Joey, Jalin, and stuff. 
And what was their reaction? And how do you go on at those spots?  
 
COACH URBAN MEYER:  I kind of knew about this for a little bit. It was a university -- I think the department has 
policies that we expect and I 100 percent am fully supportive of it. Whether it's a sprained ankle or stuff, you try to create 
a culture where teams know how to move forward and not concern yourself. When we lost Braxton 10 days before the 
first game, you lose JT a week before the Big Ten Championship game, you push forward. You know, we're pushing 
forward.  
 
The comment I did make, we are playing an extremely talented team, very well-coached team on the road in a tough 
environment. However, we have recruited very well. So get going, move forward.  
 
Q. The question I have -- you've been dogged by this question since you won the championship -- is:  How do you 
avoid complacency? How do you avoid all the pitfalls of being the defending champion?  
 
Are you concerned about the climate, the culture of your program to have these kind of issues that you really 
didn't deal with when you won the national championship, kind of creep in now? 
 
COACH MEYER:  Oh, sure. Every coach is concerned about that. There's no perfect team. There's no perfect program. 
And everyone deals with stuff. You know, when you're Ohio State or some of these other big-time programs, stuff 
becomes a major deal. And this is.  
 
However, the indicators that you look for first are academics. In academics, we had the highest graduation rate in the 
history of Ohio State football. I don't want to just buzz right over that. That's one indicator that our guys are locked in.  
 
Second thing is the weight room. I have the best strength coach in America. We evaluate everything.  
 
And then the social element, that's obviously the one that you keep one eye open. And we've been relatively good. So 
you're watching it.  
 
Every team is different. And every day is different. How I approach this team tomorrow is a big -- I have a little -- what I 
do is I have a little cabinet. I learned over the years, Coach Marotti is my right-hand man. While I'm here, he's with the 
team. When I'm doing stuff, whatever I have to do, he's with the team. So I really rely on him for the pulse of our team.  
 
I can't say we have a set way that we're going to approach training camp. It all depends on the pulse. So the indicators 
other than this has been not good; it's been great. But tomorrow is another day. And so we just keep pushing forward.  
 
Q. Can you elaborate at all on reports about Braxton perhaps switching positions, how that came to develop, and 
what you might expect from him in a new role? 
 
COACH MEYER:  Yeah, I think that was somewhat premature. I think Braxton will play receiver. I've worked with him 
and Zach Smith has worked with him. He approached me, I want to say, a month and a half ago and said this is in 
my -- because it was a plan B at the time because his shoulder -- he's a smart guy. And his father is -- his family is smart 
people.  
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They said, What is the plan B? And after he addressed it, then we dove right into it. And here's the plan B. So we've been 
working with him for a good month; however, without a ball. It's all been foot work. It's all been -- because you can 
condition position specific and that's what he's been doing.  
 
Feedback I'm getting from guys like JT and Cardale is that he's very athletic obviously and he can catch the ball. I've not 
seen him do that. I'm anxious to see him do that.  
 
Day one, I'll personally work with him myself. I was a receiver coach for a long time. So I'm going to work with him 
myself and see if we can get him ready. Obviously, I don't think we have. But there's a tendency to forget someone if 
they're not around for a while, forget how good he is.  
 
The one thing I was concerned about Braxton was his leadership in, like, the weight room. He wasn't the ultimate grinder. 
He's now moved in the top five, six workers on our team. And that's a credit to -- he's a serious dude right now. And that's 
fun to coach those guys. 
 
Q. Ohio State, to some degree, always has a target on its back. Obviously, winning the national championship, 
even more so. What have you done to kind of make sure that your team guards against any issues related to that 
and embrace that challenge? 
  
COACH MEYER:  Well, similar to the question I was asked earlier about there's indicators that you watch very closely. 
The number one is the academics. Number two is social. And number three is the weight room. Those are all indicators 
how your team is doing. And, like I said, academically, for the most part, has been excellent.   
 
The weight room -- and I just go by -- because I'm not -- coaches take some time for themselves in the summer. How are 
we doing every day? How are we doing, Mick? How are we doing? Like everybody, you're going to have good days and 
bad days, but it's been overall good.  
 
All we can do is watch the indicators, watch it closely, and then dive into it with a sledgehammer if we start to see 
something that's disrupting the team. And we've dealt with one. And I knew this was coming for a while. And at some 
point, we're going to have to address it and we did. The good thing is we have three players here and actually had a little 
chat with them on the plane about it. And we're going and going as hard as you possibly can.  
 
Q. You referenced your history coaching receivers. And with Braxton's athleticism, what is realistic for him to 
contribute? He's just got to training camp to play a position he's never done before. How quickly can he make that 
transition? What do you think is realistic for him? 
 
COACH MEYER:  For the average guy, Austin, I'd say would be very uncommon to be at least right out the gate. He's 
not common, though. He's one of the best athletes I've ever coached. He's got an incredible first step. Above all else, you 
say it's time to win or lose time, and he's not going to lose. He wasn't a big fan of just lifting weights because we tell you 
to lift weights, but now he is. So I -- to answer your question, my expectation is he's an impact player.  
 
Q. If you use Braxton as an impact player, what specifically does that mean? Where do you see him fitting in in 
your offense outside of just playing wide receiver? 
 
COACH MEYER:  That's what I don't know. We'll know more as we get involved. And I'm not sure I'm going to really 
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share that with you until after week one or two or when the country sees it. So I'm going to -- I know what I saw as far as 
athleticism, but it's the same thing you all saw as an athlete. So I see a great athlete. But what actually he can do, we'll 
start, I think, a week from Sunday. So we'll know more. 
 
Q. You mentioned the indicators with your team. And after you won the national championship in 2008, you had 
your health scares in 2009. I am wondering, if you've been kind of watching yourself because you had said that, 
you know, changing the way that you coach, the way that you approach the job was a priority when you did take it 
at Ohio State.  
  
COACH MEYER:  I've been watching it very closely, and others I'm close to have. And it's been great. You know, I've 
learned how to delegate, learned how to shut things off when it's time to shut it off and move forward and not concern 
yourselves with things you can't have control over. So it's been great. 
 
Q. With the players who were suspended or the announcement today, I was wondering if you could possibly share 
why, what, some of the details of the violations and policies that they broke? 
  
COACH MEYER:  I don't think -- the way I've always done in the past is internal is internal and external is external. So 
if it was a legal something, if you have to address externally, then I do that. But internally, it was a violation of team 
policies. And that's as far as I'll go.  
 
Q. Obviously, the suspensions affect your offense, defense and special teams. Any one of those areas concern you 
the most in terms of the impact against Virginia Tech? 
 
COACH MEYER:  Probably off the get-go would be arguably one of the best defensive players in the United States of 
America won't play in that game. So that's the one.  
 
I think if we stay healthy throughout training camp and continue to improve Braxton and then you have Noah Brown. 
You have Michael Thomas. You have Nick Vannett. You have Johnnie Dixon, Terry McLaurin, and Parris Campbell, 
Curtis Samuel. We've recruited pretty good. Now we have to get them ready to go play. And I'll know more as we get 
going. But I'm not overly concerned at that spot.  
 
Obviously, when you lose the big defensive end, that everyone knows where he's at, that's a concern.  
 
Q. What process are you going to use to determine your starting quarterback? And are you at all wary of certain 
guys, you know, favoring one player over the other in the locker room, that kind of thing? 
  
COACH MEYER:  I'm not. I shouldn't say that. I am. But I like the culture of our team right now, and we're going to 
play the guy that helps us win. We've already started the process. And that's leadership. I have created the leadership 
throughout the summer. Academic component of just how they handle their business. And then, obviously, now we're 
going to get in the -- Coach Mick hands me a weekly sheet that we keep a score.  
 
So, basically, we're keeping score of everything. And everything, obviously, multiplied when you start adding 7-on-7 
mini field, third-down periods, and all that. So it's going to be -- I probably -- when I say there's not a gut instinct 
involved, there will be. But there's also going to be a lot of statistical data that we chart and watch very closely. And 
they've earned that right. You're talking about two to three very invested people and incredible families that what they 
did -- and I made this comment. This is -- to think about this is not -- I don't want to say overwhelming. But when you 
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talk about the history of Ohio State football, every one of their names has a prominent role in that history book. And that's 
real.  
 
Q. Urban, you've spoken about Braxton as being off the charts, the most dynamic player you've ever coached.  
  
COACH MEYER:  One of. 
 
Q. You've spoken about Percy Harvin as your all-time H-back. Is it conceivable Braxton can be that type of 
player? And does this afford him the chance to be that early mark with the loss of Marshall and Dontre for the 
first game?  
  
COACH MEYER:  I'm going to get a text from Percy because I did not say "the most."  "One of the most" dynamic 
H-backs. He's got -- we've used that word. I don't want to ever be accused of using that word loosely because Percy -- I 
don't think I've ever been around a more dynamic athlete. I have not been around a more dynamic athlete. However, you 
can use -- Braxton Miller is in the same tonnage of that kind of athleticism. Obviously, Braxton has got a long way to go 
at that position.  
 
So the second part of your question, Bill, about Jalin and Dontre who are also H-backs, but you have Curtis Samuel and 
Noah Brown. That position is a critical, critical spot. And we recruit every year with that mentality to make sure that you 
have several at that spot because that is a premiere, premiere spot. So I feel very confident that, if we stay healthy game 
one, that will be a productive position for us. 
 
  
 

 


